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The layout for cutting the end lugs.

The completed end bar lugs.

Dimensions

The overall dimensions of the modified top bar are:
e 19"long
» 1"wide
e 1'%"deep

The width (1') can be troublesome for some of you.
Most common lumber will come in %" thicknesses. A
2x4" board could be used to get the proper width but
that will require some cutting.

Slot dimensions
The building procedure

There are innumerable ways to build this simple 3.
modified top bar. It could be built with common hand
tools or, if you have them, with power tools. I used a
mixture of hand and power tools.

1. First, I cut a wood blank measuring 19" L x 1-
%"D x 1" W I disassembled a shipping pallet 4.
to get my construction lumber.

2. Then, I lay out for the lugs on the ends of the
top bars. I cut out a 1" x 1" plug. The upper

parallel lines will be a shallow grove in which 3
the end bars will fit. The one inch square cor-

ner can be cut with a hand saw or with power 6.
tools.
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The layout lines for cutting the slots.

RRSRCE,
The slots after having been cut.

After cutting out the 1" square, [ use a sharp
chisel to nibble a 3/8" groove that is hardly 1/
16" deep on each side of the lug. As I said in
#2, these grooves are for the end bars to fit. I
temporarily use the 1" plug to keep my chisel
from striking my vise.

After cutting the grooves, I sand a shallow taper
on the ends of the lugs, but this step is not
necessary. At this point, the end lugs are com-
pleted.

Next, I lay out the lines for cutting the slots
using dimensions given above in figure 2.

I have multiple choices for cutting the slots.
Though I could have used hand tools, T used

Continued on Next Page
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The introduction frame surrounded by frames. ‘

A queen cage in position.

my band saw for accuracy and quickness. Finally

7 I cut a groove on the bottom of the top bar to This contraption isn’t necessary, but it is convenient
receive a sheet of foundation. The groove is 1/ to use and fun to build. It’s quick to make and you can
8" by " This is normally just the width the justify a variety of tools to build it. Also, it will be a
saw blade. If you wish to use wired founda- conversation piece at your next bee meeting. Again,
tion, you might want to make to a side cut to thanks to the unknown beekeeper who gave me the
form the traditional top bar wedge, but I prefer idea many years ago.
to use a sheet of plastic foundation and sus-
pend it in grooves. Dr. James E. Tew, State Specialist, Beekeeping, The Ohio State

8. The top bar is attached to end bars in the nor- University, Wooster, OH 44691, 330.263.3684,
mal way. From the top view, the opening for Tew.1l@osu. edu; www2.oardc.ohio-state.edu/agnic/bee/;
the queen cage will be obvious. Practically any  www2.oarde.ohio-state.edu/beelab/
style of queen cage will fit into the slot. .

Small Scale Harvesting

60 Minute Video featuring Kim Flottum

How To Harvest

* How To Uncap
» How To Extract

How To Bottle Honey

' ostage Paid In The
U.s.

This video is for the hobby beekeeper, just starting out. It takes you through
each step of the Harvesting Process. Everything You Need To Know.

To Order - Call or Write ‘
The A.I. Root Company, 623 W. Liberty Street, Medina, OH 44256

800.289.7668, ext. 3255

20 BEE CULTURE September 2003




































































































Cat. No. 355
Kelley’s Super
Elevator Truck -
$910.00 ITALIAN QUEENS - SUMMER PRICES
1-9 $10.50
10-24 $9.00
25-up $8.75

Prices include postage
Clipping/Marking — $1.00 ea.
RUSSIAN QUEENS
Add $3.00 per Queen to these prices.

Cat. No. 356 '
Kelley's Nose Truck — $71.50 or |

Kelley’s Dual-Wheel Nose Truck |

Display Advertisers

Bees & Queens Equipment
Glenn Apiaties ... 40 CC Pollen ............... Inside Front
Hardeman Apiaries........cccccuue. 56 Cowen Mig. ............ccoooeenenenenn 48
Harrell' & 5008 . S8rsinan 51 Dakota GUNNESS ........cooevvnnnen. 47
Hawaiian Queemn .......ciciviv i 00 Golden Bee Products Beesuit 56
Heitkam’s Honey Bees ........... 13 Humble Abodes
Homan-McMasters ...........cco... 54 Woodenware . ...k 48
Jester Bee Company -.ciysaemsers 51 IPM Traps, Lures, Tool Kits.... 14
Koehnen, C.F. & Sons ............ 47 Perta Combiai. i sismesivasiss 37
Miksa Honey Farm .......c..cccoeeeee.. 7 PiercoLRreImes o svissuiavsaviussons 21
Olympic Wilderness Apiary ..... 37 Prepolis: Traps. i wivsmisesssiiariaes 48
PendelltApiaries e s 12
Rossman Apiaries .................. 55 Related ltems
Shuman’s Apiaries .......c.ccoen. 37 Bee Cool Ventilators............... 37
Strachan Apiaries .................. 56 Better Way Wax Melter........... 48
Taber!s QUEENS ... c.uuliioe 37 Branding TrONS . o:coeisseaassasions 48
Weaver, B. Apiaries ............... 14 Candibox Feeder ..................... 21
Weaver, R Apiaries ................. 56 CheckIIte+ e iin eviatisisasonsoanss 1
Wilbanks Apiaries .........c..c.e... i Fisher’s Honey Sticks..... Ins. Fr.
Wooten’s Golden Queens....... 37 Golden Heritage Foods ........... 10
York Bee ©a! oot i Honey B Hea_[ﬂ]y _____________________ 10
Mel-O Honey Inc. ....ccoocevvivnnnnnen 9
Associations/Education OB saivation FRve o 13
American Honey | W U 10 5 00 s Bt P e 37
Prodiacers ciiisiisssernstissssss 17 ttle ADIaries .. o sarssising 56
American Beekeeping Vented Beehive Cover............. 55
Federalion .. it 21
The Meadmaker Book ............. 13

Suppliers
AnpelvBottles b s 7
B&B Honey Farm ... ooaiiaie. 4
BetterBee o it i 17,43
Browning Cut Stock .........cc..ou. 47
Brushy Mountain ............ccc..ee. 44
Dadant:: ... annmamnie 32
D&G Containers. ... oiumesrenss 13
Drapersi Super: Bee i vaeni 7,13
2Bz HOREY Farmm . o ueyiress 0 00
Kelley: Walter oot 63
Mann Lake Supply ........ Bk Cover
Maxant Ind. ...... 56, Inside Front
N A= O s Bt S i 21,48
ROB LA e isvs st s b savsns sousin 3,20,55
Ross ‘Rounds ..,..-iocvneetesst 10,60
Rossman Apiaries .......c...c...... 55
RuhliBee: SUPDLY ... tbsibait 51
SHertiff, Bidi o iamsis 9
Simpson's Bee Supply ............ 0T
n
/!
-
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