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'Twas the Night Before Christmas
or 'Account of a Visit from the Apiarist’
(by Lela Dowling, with apologies to Major Henry Livingston Jr.)
'MON, LET
'‘Twas the night before Christmas and all through the super, z= gﬁaﬁ:s
Not a creature was stirring, we were all in a stupor = SRR
The hive entrances blocked for the winter with care,
And the drones booted out (much to their despair.)

The grublings and pupae were snug in their beds
With visions of bee bread in their tiny bug heads.
The queen on her brood comb, and I at my station
Had just settled in for a long hibernation.

When out in the bee yard there arose, I declare,™
Such a ruckus as sometimes was caused by a bear!
Away to the landing board I flew like a flash!

Shoved aside the dead workers (and some other old trash.)
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... SO SHOULD WE
? STING HIM OR WHAT?

The moon on the breast of our snow covered lot
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects I'd spot

When what to my quivering antennae should appear
But that bee-suited moron who'd caught us last year!
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From the way he was making that old truck careen, W77
I figured he must have been at the canteenl!
More erratic than swarming he bore down where we're housed ~_£
And he yodeled a carol, and clearly seemed soused!
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"Hey hive one! Hey hive two! Hey hives three and four!
I've caught you, I've boxed you, cared for you and more!

But now it is winter and I'll feel remiss
If I don't give you hard workin' girls a Christmas!"




With a grinding of gears and blue cloud of exhaust,
And clatter of bee gear that was tumbled n' tossed,
He parked his old truck right at the hive's front
And we waited to see what would be his next stunt

The pawing and fumbling of the well-meaning goof
Didn't he know it was fifteen degrees?
Didn't he realize how the cold bothers bees?

g

He was dressed in a bee suit that was liberally smeared
With propolis n" beeswax acquired through the years.
With a sack full of junk and a grubby hand-lamp

He looked like a transient scouting out his next camp.
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His eyes, how they twinkled! His dimples, so neat!
His nose (stung so often) resembled a beet!
He rooted around in the dark with his pack,

Then into our midst he upended a sack.

There was Apistan perfume and nectar cologne,
Box of chocolate royal jellies for Queenie alone,
Big tasty grease patties sugared up to the max,
Heck, even the malingering waxmoths got snacks!
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Then he sprang to his truck, threw the old heap in gear,
That's the last that we saw of him 'til the next year.
From out of the night a last greeting he'd fling, =
"Happy Christmas to all, I'll be back in the spring!"
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/ American Foulbrood (AFB) is an infectious brood
. m disease caused by the spore-forming bacterium
Paenibacillus larvae var larvae. It is the most destruc-

tive and widespread of the honey bee brood diseases.
888.922.1293 AFB disseminates rapidly through the colony and,
Dadant@dadant.com if left unchecked, spreads quickly to other healthy
colonies both in the same apiary and those nearby.

AFB Field Test Kit

European Foulbrood (EFB) is a bacterial brood disease caused by several
agents the main being the bacterium Melissococcus pluton, It occurs most
frequently in the Spring or early Summer during brood rearing and is thought
' to be caused by stress in the colony and lack of pollen.

Symptoms can be variable which makes EFB difficult to identify with cer-
tainty; frequently disappearing once there is a nectar flow. But EFB can
seriously effect brood development and needs to be identified in a colony as
soon as possible.

EFB Field Test Kit

Bottom Board
(Not Included)

The West SHB Trap was designed to
sit on the bottom board just where SHB
naturally like to hide. The Trap consists
of a tray that you partially fill with a small
amount of vegetable oil and a specially
designed lid that is covered with almost
300 small slots.

BrandNew Industries, Inc. has recently introduced their pro-
pane-powered brander called the Model 1021 PORTO-PRO. It
helps prevent theft of hives and equipment because the branded
impression is not easily removed. The unit is light weight, inex-
pensive, easily portable, rugged in construction and is ideal for
field applications. It comes with a 10-foot hose and connects to
an ordinary 20-pound propane BBQ tank (which the customer
furnishes).
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Mann Lake Ltd.

800.880.7694
www.mannlakeltd.com

The 120-frame extractor designed spe-
cifically for the commercial beekeeper! In-
dustrial strength, 16-gauge stainless
steel tank; segmented stainless steel
reel to keep combs properly spaced for
proper extracting flow. 3-Point opening for
easy access when loading and unloading;
full wash-down 1'% HP gear drive motor
with no belts to slip or break efficient
side-wall flow and easy drainage. Also
offered in smooth reel to accommodate
more frames! Manual or auto speed con-
trol available.

Brushy Mountain
introduces a new,
no-hat-needed
square folding veil.
Made of 100% cot-
ton cloth and bond-
ing, black screen
and white nylon
mesh, it comes with
a handy chin strap
to keep the veil
from shifting, and
traditional string
and front ‘D’ ring for
securing around the
neck.

December 2003

Mann Lake’s

new Kwik Start
Smoker Pellets have got to be seen
to believe! Simply light with a flame,
blow it out and watch the smoke roll
(if using to start your other smoker
fuel, leave the flame going for fast
fire starting action!) These can be
used alone for checking a hive or
two, or used as a starter for any
other smoker fuel. Takes the work
out of starting your smoker!

The new Mann Lake Top Feeder comes completely as-
sembled and ready to use. Holds over three gallons of syrup
and features a galvanized steel safety screen to prevent
drowning! This feeder is constructed of a heavy-duty, single
piece plastic to provide a no-leak reservoir! Wooden sur-
round measures 4'%2” by 19-5/8” and fits all standard 10-
frame equipment. There is no comparison to the strength
and durability this feeder provides over foam top-feeders.

A redesigned, smaller
and lighter vaporizer has
been introduced by Bet-
ter Way Wax Melter
Honey Processors Ltd.
There is an all welded
steel chamber allowing
more square inches for
vaporation. This vapor
chamber has a 240 cubic
foot capacity blower that
pushes the vapors into
every nook and cranny of
the colony.

This machine works best on two deep or one deep

and shallow. Also the entrance must have three fourth
opening and full width of bottom board. The machine
comes in 220 volt or 110 volt.

BEE CULTURE

Better Way

Wax Melter
515.967.4952

Continued on Next Page

7



New . .. continued
Thorne Beehives
www.thorne.co.uk
5 ; Automatic
Wiring Ma-
chine — Devel-

oped for our
MW own  use as
well as resale.
This automatic
machine is
fully adjustable
for all sizes of
foundation. At
the touch of a button (well two actually, one of its
safety devices) this machine will weave, tension,
heat, embed and cut wire into sheets of foundation
in a zig-zag pattern.

The machine is pre-programmed and is based
around a table with compressed air cylinders in an
x/y formation. The wiring head moves rapidly over
the surface of the foundation weaving itself around
adjustable pins. Capable of wiring 2500 sheets per
day depending on size.

Illuminated

LIS Grafting Tool -

= ~.__ g Grafting is made so

o o 7/, much easier with

;/\J this illuminated

grafting device. Com-

plete with its own carrying case with several com-

partments. This lightweight device makes grafting a

pleasure. Battery operated with a magnifying lense
mounted on the handle.

Nimrod Smoker Lighter — A great little single
handed tool ideal for lighting smokers. Ergonomi-
cally designed for ease of use, at the flick of a switch
you have an instant 1300°C
flame. Powered by a simple re-
fillable butane cigarette lighter
(not supplied). Safety lock to
prevent accidental ignition. Con-
tinuous running time of 30 min-
utes. Stays alight in the windi-
est of conditions.

Frame Hold-
ers — Desirned to
hold one frame
while you inspect
the hive, this two
piece unit is light
weight and rust
; proof and is eas-
ily transported to the beeyard along with your hive
tool. It comes in two sizes, one for wooden hives and
one for polystyrene hives.

8
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GloryBee
Foods AR \

800.456.7923 7
www.GloryBeeFoods.com <

These suits were manufactured
for the Brazilian beekeeping trade
and were designed to help Brazil-
ian beekeepers deal with the prob-
lem of Africanized bees. They are |
made of 73% Acetate and 27% </ \_
Polyester. This unique combina-
tion of material is flame retardant and sting resistant.
The material does not lend itself for the bee to land
upon or to grab hold of the material. It features: elastic
at wrists and ankles; front, back hive tool pockets; plas-
tic zipper and drink hole covered by Velcro; non-detach-
able veil with a rigid hat with an adjustable plastic head
piece. Sizes available - small, medium, large and extra
large in full suits or half suits (pullover)

The Ventilated Leather Gloves are made of cowhide
and acetate/polyester blend and have elastic sleeve to
prevent bees from entering. The gloves are available in
small, medium, large and extra large.

Betterbee Inc.
800.632.3379

Shoulder Veil — This handy
hat-veil combination is just the
thing for those quick hive checks.
It features a wide brim, and excel-
lent visibility. It covers the shoul-
ders and is tightened by a long
string that wraps around your
waist just as our regular veils do. J

Styrofoam Bottom Board —
This bottom board features a
built in tray under the built-in
Varroa screen. This tray is ac-
cessible from the back of the
bottom board and can be used
to check for Varroa mite or it can
be used to close the hive bottom in the Winter. This
bottom board is the same size as a Polystyrene hive
and features raised nodes on all corners to center the
hive and keep it in place.
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Pollen Cleaner -
A fast and easy way to
clean your fresh pol-
len. The small electric
fan blows across the
pollen as it is fed
through the funnel,
allowing the chaff and
debris to be removed
just before the pollen
falls into the collec-
tion box.

Gor Honey? — Process honey
from start to finish, all in one
r # convenient, compact location.
Begin with an Uncapper, go
through the entire process of ex-
tracting, filtering, warming and
bottling, plus melt the cappings,
This unit features a single frame
Uncapper, 12-frame Extractor,
Jacketed Sump, Honey Pump and
fittings, Jacketed Bottling Tanks,
plus a Multi-Purpose Tank for melt-
ing the cappings, and a variety of
other tasks. When you are done,
use the Power Spray Washer (in-
cluded) for eash clean-up! The
entire unit is mounted to a move-
able, steel sled. Ideal for local
clubs or for a personal honey
house operation.

B&B Honey Farm

800.342.4811

Plastic Bee Pallet holds four hives
(Telescoping covers can only be used on
two spots). Virtually indestructible. Ul-
- tra-violet treated so the sun can'’t break
it down and will not rot or decay and is
lightweight (28 Ibs). Made out of 100% recyclable plastic.

Pastic Honey Pallet — Same qualities as the bee pallet except
this one is made for harvesting, transporting and storing honey
supers. It collects all the drippings as they do not end up on your
‘truck bed, or honey house floor. All drippings are reclaimable. All

|
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_ these attributes and one more key one.
(They are absolutely sanitary. A quality

i that is becoming more important in this

industry.
Rip Stop Heavy Duty Honey Pal-

- let Cover — This cover will fit either a
' four stack unit or a six stack unit of honey
‘supers. Keeps your honey clean and dust
and dirt free while transporting or stor-
‘ing. Made out of rip stop material which

makes it virfuaily impossible to rip or tear.

‘Side straps tighten cover to stacks.

BEE CULTURE

You asked for itl — While Kelley’s
100% beeswax foundation sheets con-
tinue to be very popular, many have re-
quested the plastic foundation. The
Kelley Company will be offering the bees-
wax coated, Pierco foundation for both
brood chambers and supers. Their excel-
lent white pine frames featuring grooved
top and grooved bottom bars make for
easy snap-in of the plastic foundation
sheets.

Beehive Botanicals
800.233.4483
www.beehivebotanicals.com

Certified by the
Chicago Rabbinical
Council Beehive
Botanicals offers bee
propolis and bee
pollen supplements,
plus Lip Balm Kosher
products in their KOSHER
branded line. They
also offer many Kosher
manufacturing services as well.

Services include encapsulation,
tableting, custom formulation, private
label, liquid extraction, bottling, label-
ing and raw materials. Beehive Botani-
cals services focus on shorter lead times
and lower minimums.

custom

Certified by
Midwest  Or- *
ganic Services kg
(MOSA), Bee-
hive Botanicals
provides organic
encapsulation B
services which
incorporates
the use of certi-
fied, preservative-free vegetarian cap-
sules.

With a focus on shorter lead times and
lower minimums, Beehive Botanicals’
services include encapsulation,
tableting, custom formulation, private
label, liquid extraction, bottling, label-
ing and raw materials.



































































Russian Dees

Look At The
Numbers

Kim Flottum

Mississippi
Hubert Tubbs

lowa
Maniey Bigalk

Louisiana
Bee Lahoratory

Released in 2000;
99A-719 (Blue)

99A-752 (Purple)
99A-747 (White)

D2A-557 (Yellow/biue)

Propagate & maintain

selected lines & 1 \

queens for next "A" \
; /Russia \\\\\

block test
oG

2002 |

"B g " |
drones

Propagale & field test 6

1o 8 new elected

lines for release in 2004
Released in 2001
00B-795 (Blue)
00B-716 (Green)
00B-775 (Yellow)

Propagale & maintain
selected lines & queens
for next "C* lest
Relgased in 2002:
01C-806 (Orange)
01C-886 (Purple)
01C-893 (Yellow)

Every year the process gets more complicated, but the bees
get better.

| drones

Each year, test 1 block. Release the
best queen lines the following year.

Average Net Honey by Queen Line
2002 Field Test

Average Net Honey (Ibs)

ARS Honey Bae Lab 9
Batori Rouge, LA #:%

i\

Honey production. Domestic, Russian Standard, new
Russian lines.

Charlie Harper

harlie Harper looks a little bit like Santa this
time of year. That’s because it gets cold in Loui-
siana and he wants to keep his chin warm. He
runs about 1,000 colonies there, and this year
he has become the USDA producer/cooperator
of Island Mated Russian Queens. He produces the breed-
ers that queen producers obtain to produce the produc-
tion Russian queens that you and I will buy next Spring.

Charlie and [ were at a meeting recently, and he shared
everything that’s new, and not so new about the Russian
bees.

2004 begins the fourth year that Russian queens
have been available, and much has been learned about
their mite resistance, their management and their pro-
ductivity.

The Baton Rouge Bee Lab spearheads the research,
and Charlie, who is in the middle of all of this have shared
their most recent field trial data here this month. The
charts and graphs are pretty enlightening.

But it’s been the management of these bees that has
been the most controversial, and needs the most atten-
tion.

These are not Italians. Get used to that bit of reality.
Their behavior is very Carniolan-like in terms of small to
medium Winter clusters, low food consumption, quick to
build in the Spring when food is available and quick to
shut down during a Summer dearth.

You can get used to that. It’s the rest that’s differ-
ent.

For one thing, they aren’t Carniolans, but rather a
closely related race — Macedonians. And they are differ-
ent, and they haven’t been in the U.S. before this. Here’s
what you have to watch out for, according to Charlie and
the rest of the cooperators.

First, introducing a Russian queen to a non-Russian
colony. Not easy. Not fast. But certainly possible. Why?
They're different. It takes longer, up to 12 days, for the
colony to accept this queen. Be patient. DON'T use a three-




hole cage with candy. Use something you control. The three-
holer, but with the candy cork left in is one, not very good, Drone brood infestation
choice. A push in cage over empty comb is better Again, be
patient. If the colony is already mostly Russian it may work

faster, and it may not. Be careful.

Once established, do not underestimate their capabil-
ity to explode in numbers and thus in brood and honey
production, and needed room! A day late and you’ll be a swarm
short. Be early, and be generous with honey supers.

Probably the most disconcerting aspect of these crea-
tures is that they absolutely insist on having swarm and
supercedure cells going almost all season long. Apparently,
in their previous environment abrupt queen loss was com-
mon, and constantly having replacements, and investing the

energy raising them, proved successful. Get used to it. Months after treatment ARS Honey See Lab %
D L Baton Rouge, LA - =1

0123456789 1M11M121314

Supercedure cells are common. But check for eggs anyway.

Queens can be nearly invisible if your stock is very dark.
Keep colonies in the sun if at all possible. You'll have even
fewer mites and drier honey. But, the population in indi-
vidual beeyards is important. If you keep all colonies in a
yard Russian, the whole yard will have fewer Varroa. Sepa-
rate and not equal is the rule.

Fewer Varroa is the rule, though. Look at the data. The
domestic producer in the control is one of the best I know
— and they are good honey producers. The numbers show

Worker brood infestation
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the production of each, but look at the mite numbers. The Russia

Russians have essentially no tracheal mites. One of the G %
cooperators has gone almost 1,500 days without treating —rr—-
for Varroa. All have fewer Varroa than the control. 2. & 5B A4 ST THEE R
Where do you get them? Crossing a Russian and al- Months after treatment
most anything, but especially Italians, gives a less than ARS Higney Bea Lab 8
ideal hybrid. Try to find the closest to pure as you can. That’s R
a producer who's been raising Russian queens, and drones,
for at least two years. Ask and find out the producer’s his-
tory, and make sure they are using a true breeder queen. Average Mites per 1,000 Bees by Queen Line
Russian bees aren’t perfect, but they offer management 2002 Field Test
options worthy of consideration. Timely management will i
reduce swarming behavior, and increase honey production. 50
Nothing new, but maybe the timing is different. Lots of
swarm cells, all the time. Reduced Varroa treatments. Re-
duced or no tracheal mites. Good overwintering in the north,
and south. But longer, and iffier queen introduction proce-
dures. Somebody you know swears by them, and somebody

40

Average Mites

else probably swears at them.

There is absolutely no doubt to me that the road to
profitable, safe and enjoyable beekeeping starts with better
bees, not better chemistry. Find better bees. FI9

ARS Honey Bes Lan %
Baton Rouge, LA ¢

Mites/ 1,000 bees, Domestic, Russian Standard, new
Tracheal Mites by Queen Line Russian line:
lowa 2002
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Heading
toward
shipping,
and, below
the shipping
department
with a truck
in place.
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Prepared pallets of knocked down wood are shrr'nfczdrapped and stored in the alley, waiting to be picked up on the dock. Looking
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the other way, at the far end of the alley is the truckers area.

up while the truck is loaded.

The most recent addition is the wood shop, a 15,000
square foot building, where everything wood is made
and assembled. Boxes, frames, bottoms and tops are
all cut here. And, with the increased demand for
preassembled equipment, that, too, happens here.

Certainly the most intriguing machine on the floor
was the new frame assembly unit. Three people load
and unload it, as it kicks out 16 glued and stapled-all-
ways frames a minute, complete with a sheet of waxed
foundation.

The assembled equipment business has taken off
lately for a couple of reasons. First, commercial opera-
tors cannot put this stuff together as inexpensively as
they can purchase it, including freight. Second, the baby
boom generation is more demanding of higher quality

50 BEE CULTURE

Candle molds are made in the production area of the new
warehouse. A complex of materials are mixed, poured, baked
and finished.
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BeePro patties come together in this machine where raw Assembling supers, one every 40 seconds.
materials are blended, mixed, formed, sheeted and boxed.

Frame assembly machine,
everything in one end, and
~ out comes the finished

~ product.

equipment, and less prone to enjoy spending time
whacking nails. (Sound familiar?)

Generally, materials and products are only pur-
chased by Mann Lake by the semi-load. Wood espe-
cially. U.S. white pine and ponderosa pine make up
the bulk of what they buy, and they use about one
truckload every four days.

Other products come in partially assembled and ’
finished on site, or raw materials arrive bulk and are
manufactured in house.

If you get the chance next Summer, wander on up
to Hackensack, MN for the Summer meeting, The food
is great, the people friendly and helpful, and the tour
outstanding. And by then, the new 20,000 square foot Making super sides. Some of the machinery was purchased at
addition will be complete, so there will be even more the A.L. Root Company auction, then completely rebuilt.
to see.Fl9
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