13) Release the spring from its

keeper

14) Remove the frames and
allow the glue to dry

15) Clean the excess glue from
the jig.

16) Add additional nails/staples
as needed

Warning: Failure to remove the
frames from the jig before the glue
dries may result in the frame being
glued to the jig.

Note: Failure to clean the jig of
excess glue will eventually cause the
frames to be misaligned.

Conclusion

Once you get the rhythm of it,
creating frames goes pretty fast. The
jig can also be expanded very easily
to accommodate more frames.
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Gargoyles Are Useful And
Free

U TR T T

Five years ago when [ started
building my own woodenware, I made
a very unscientific survey. The ques-
tion I asked was:

What is the most common prob-
lem when working with colonies of
bees?

A few of the most common
answers were:
1)Unable to find the queen
2)Propolis sticking to everything
3)Hive bodies rotting out — usually

at the corners
4)Stings hurt

[ was unable to do anything
about problems one, two and four
but [ thought I might be able to help
with the hive body rotting problem.
At least it was related to woodenware.
After watching a couple of the more
experienced beekeepers examine
a hive, it became apparent that
problem number two — propolis -
was also related to problem number
three — wood rot. Being unable to
get the hive bodies separated, a hive
tool was usually inserted at a corner
and forced between the hive bodies.
Sometimes this worked but many
times it required more force and
the wood on the corner was torn or
chipped. Since the hives bodies were
usually reassembled in the same
order the propolis built up and it
required additional effort each time
the hive was opened. Then I realized
that the combination of damaging
the corner wood with a hive tool and
the subsequent rain water remaining
in the corner accelerated the rotting
of the wood.

The solution was an established
architectural invention called a
gargoyle. The Wikipedia definition
of an architectural gargoyle is:

A gargoyle is a carved stone
grotesque, usually made of granite,
with a spout designed to convey water
from a roof and away from the side of
buildings thereby preventing rainwa-
ter from running down masonry walls
and eroding the mortar between.

Therefore, let me introduce the
Hive Body Gargoyle. It is a very
simplified version of a gargoyle and
is guaranteed to be free (just a little
labor). Additionally, it will not scare
young children when they see it.

It is the triangular shaped notch
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that is removed from the top corners
of a hive body. It is very simply made

with a belt sander. Four corners

can be formed in less than five

seconds when you are building or

reconditioning a hive body. This little

notch provides two very important

functions:

1)You can now get an initial purchase
for your hive tool without chewing
up the corner and

2)When water runs down the corner
of a hive it is less likely to remain
in the corner because of the slope
and the width of the cut.

For a trial run, add the notches to a
couple of your hive bodies and see

if they make your life - well at least
the hive inspection part — easier. £24

Ed Simon is a frequent contributor to Bee
Culture and is author of Bee Equipment
Essentials, a book on how to build your
own beekeeping equipment. It is available
Jrom Wicwas Press 1620 Miller Rd. Kal-
amazoo, MI 49001 or by emailing Ed at
OronocoHoneuy@PITel.Net. This full color
book provides all the dimensions and step
by step instructions on how to create the
basic beekeeping equipment.
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