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Author Guidelines

Science of Bee Culture publishes high quality, peer reviewed scientific papers that report
applied research in apiculture. The goal is to communicate scientific results quickly and in a form and
venue easily accessed by beekeepers. The journal will publish full papers oriented toward worldwide
beekeeping, Notes, and Letters to the Editor.

All submissions to the journal undergo review by editors and independent peer referees. Papers
are accepted for publication only if they concern research on applied bee culture, meet scientific and
writing standards and have not been published elsewhere.

STRUCTURE
Papers should be organized as follows: Title, Authors, Authors’ Affiliation, Summary, Keywords

(6 maximum; none from the title), Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion,
Conclusion and Recommendations, Acknowledgments, References, short title, figure legends.

Papers must be written in clear, concise English. First person active voice is preferred.
Minimally, the Summary, Introduction, Discussion, and Conclusion and Recommendations sections
must avoid excessive scientific terminology and be understandable to non-scientists. Scientific
complexities of experimental design, statistical evaluations and interpretation should appear only in
Material and Methods and Results sections and provide sufficient information for experiments to be
repeated. Broader interpretation of findings should appear in the Discussion section.  The text of each
paper should end with a short set of “Conclusions and Recommendations” that can be used by
practicing beekeepers to apply research results.

The full scientific name for a species is required at its first mention in the body of the paper.
Titles will use common names for widely recognized organisms. Units of measure should be English,
followed by Metric in parentheses.The Summary should be 250 words maximum and free of technical
terms.

TABLES, FIGURES and FIGURE LEGENDS
Do not embed tables or figures within the text file. Submit each table and figure as a separate

file.  A list of figure legends should be given at the end of the text file. For tables: DO NOT USE MS
WORD TABLE FORMAT. Do not include lines, colors or shaded areas. Use tabs to set columns, and
use line spacing to set rows. Save each table individually as a pdf file, named according to its number
in the manuscript (e.g., “table1.pdf”).
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For figures: After creating charts and graphs, save each as an individual pdf files named
according to its number in the manuscript. Photos should be tif or jpeg format, 300 dpi
minimum.

NOTES, and LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
These sections are for brief research reports or constructive comments about other

research papers. They should not be longer than 1000 words (including references) with no
more than one table or figure and 10 references. They should include Keywords, but not section
headings. Notes will be reviewed in the same way as papers.

REFERENCES
References should follow the name and date system, in chronological order, when cited

in the text.  If there are more than two authors give the name of the first author, followed by et
al. (i.e., Estoup et al. 1993, de Guzman et al. 1997, 1998).

Arrange the list of References alphabetically, then chronologically.  List single authors
followed by their papers with multiple authors.  Titles of periodicals should not be abbreviated.

Paper: Estoup, A, M Solignac, M Harry, JM Cornuet 1993 Characterization of (GT)
n

and (CT)
n
 microsatellites in two insect species: Apis mellifera and Bombus terrestris. Nucleic

Acids Research 21:1427-1431.
Paper in a book: Rinderer, T E 1986 Selection. In Bee Genetics and Breeding

Rinderer, T E ed. Academic Press, NY, 305-322.
Book: Ruttner, F 1988 Biogeography and taxonomy of honeybees Springer-Verlag,

Berlin, Germany, 284 pp.
Internet: Hood, W M 2000 Varroa mite control in South Carolina.   http://

entweb.clemson.edu/cuentres/eiis/pdfs/ap5.pdf
Personal communications:  Placed in the text as (Flottum 2008) and in the

references as Flottum, K 2008 Personal communication.

 SUBMITTING MANUSCRIPTS
All submissions should be electronic. E-mail submissions are encouraged but files larger

than 10 mb shouldbe sent on other storage media (cd, dvd, etc.).

Please submit manuscripts to:
Dr. Thomas Rinderer, Senior Scientific Editor, Science of Bee Culture,

Honey Bee Breeding, Genetics and Physiology Laboratory, 1157 Ben Hur Rd.,
Baton Rouge, LA 70820

E-mail: Tom.Rinderer@ars.usda.gov

Science of Bee Culture has no page charges.  All authors will be supplied with a pdf
reprint of the published article.  In addition, each issue will be published online when the
subsequent issue is published, and then archived indefinitely.

Articles published in the journal should be cited as: Science of Bee Culture, Supplement
to Bee Culture vol(no.): pp.
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